
Location

Address: 201 SW Bade Ave, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E35, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 2.00

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Education Education - Education Related

Education Education - Education Related

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1900

Addition 1960

Addition 1949

Addition 1970

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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North facade.

South facade.

East facade.

Photos

Southwest corner.

Southeast corner.

North facade looking west.

Thursday, May 9, 2019 Page 3 of 7

Historic Property Report
Power House Walla Walla University 718125Resource Name: Property ID:



North facade entrance. Northwest corner.
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Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Utilitarian

Roof Type Flat with Parapet

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Rolled

Cladding Brick - Stretcher Bond

Structural System Masonry - Poured Concrete

Plan Irregular

Roof Type Hip

Cladding Brick - Common Bond

Cladding Adobe

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): Yes

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): Yes
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1900 with 1949 and ca. 1950s additions according to Walla 
Walla Univer-sity, does not appear individually eligible under National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) Criterion C, as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or possess high artistic value. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architec-tural and education history.
The property retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, association, design, 
workmanship, and ma-terials. Alterations to the property’s exterior do not diminish its 
ability to convey its significance or to contribute to a potential historic district.
Although lacking individual distinction, the property is located within and appears to 
contribute to a potential NRHP historic district eligible for listing at the local level of 
significance under NRHP Criteria A and C. The building contributes to a cohesive group of 
buildings that collectively contribute to the po-tential historic district’s historic character. 
Under Criterion A, the campus reflects a pattern of events important in the growth and 
development of Walla Walla University and the City of College Place, in-cluding the post-
World War II development to accommodate student population. Under Criterion C the 
potential historic district embodies the distinctive progression of building forms from the 
start of the University through post-World War II era growth. The building forms and 
architectural styles rep-resented within the potential historic district constitute an 
important and distinctive collection of edu-cation related architecture within the City of 
College Place. 
The district retains a significant concentration of buildings and circulation features that 
represent the pattern of physical development and convey a visual sense of the historic 
environment. 
The power house additions reflect preparation for post-World War II growth. The style of 
the addition is consistent with other collegiate buildings during the 1940s and 1950s, 
such as the University of Washington’s More Hall (1946, with a 1948 addition). 
Due to the reconnaissance nature of the survey, research was not conducted to identify 
the builder or designer of the building or determine if the property is eligible under 
Criterion B, or D. Further proper-ty research may yield additional information informing 
potential eligibility.

Physical description: This reinforced concrete and brick frame power house fronts the open lawn framed at 
the west end by Sittner Hall and Peterson Memorial Library at the east end. The power 
house consists of an original ca. 1900 hip roof building located on the east side, with the 
1949 International style, two story power house addition to the north, west, and south, a 
subsequent ca. 1960s south addition to the 1949 addi-tion. Ca. 1970s one-story additions 
extend out to the east and around the south end of the 1949 addi-tion. The building 
(inclusive all additions) stands on a poured concrete foundation. 
A hip roof covers the original building with flat roofs with parapets for the additions. 
Asphalt composi-tion shingles clad the hip roof. Rolled composite roofing clads the flat 
roofs. A tall brick chimney ser-vices the building. 
Cladding on the original building was not visible to the surrounding additions. The 1949 
addition fea-ture common bond brick (bond course every 7th course) with a variegated 
pattern consisting predomi-nately of buff colored brick with some cream, orange, and 
dark purple/red brick. Mortar joints are struck and consist of tinted red mortar. Brick 
surfaces have a rough, raked finish. Steel lintels span openings in the masonry walls. A 
thin projecting concrete or similar cornice wraps the building at the top of the second 
story. Projecting brick courses mark transitions from the central block to the wings, and 
from the first to second stories. The ca. 1960s south addition utilizes the same buff and 
cream bricks, but with more pronounced red brick interspersed within the field and is 
veneer instead of common bond. The cornice does not continue to this addition. This 
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same brick occurs on the south-west wing of Sittner Hall, also completed ca. 1960. 
Windows in the original building were not visible due to the additions. The central block 
of the north facade features expansive window openings set in a steel frame of posts and 
horizontal bars between rows of windows. The cornice line of the building’s east portion 
extends through the window wall. This frame work creates eight groups below and two 
groups above the cornice line of three 8 lite obscure glass windows. The center four lites 
of the inner two windows of the middle six groups are operable as awnings, with all sash 
in the uppermost two groups being operable. The west wing (north and west facades) 
continues the same steel sash 8 lite windows with center awning sash in bays of 6 
windows with a horizontal bar. These have rowlock brick sills. The east wing continues 
the same windows, but in groups of three with brick wall sections between each group. 
These relate to first and second floor levels, rather than larger open mechanical volumes 
in the central block and west wing. These have rowlock brick sills. Windows on the east 
facade of the east wing consist of paired 16 lite steel sash windows separated by steel 
mullions. The ca. 1960s south addition features groups of three, 6 lite metal sash 
windows with the upper four lites in an awning sash. These windows have red rowlock 
brick sills and flat steel lintels. Steel mullions separate the individual windows with brick 
wall sections between groups. These windows occur in a band along the top of the south 
facade. 
Entrances consist of a main entrance on the north side and service entrances on the east, 
south, and west. The north entrance consists of a single personnel door with a large 
upper lite and a four lite transom flanked by 14 lite side lights with low flush panel bases. 
All are steel sash, painted, and deeply recessed in the wall opening. There is a concrete 
landing in front of the doorway. 
The original building’s cladding, windows, and plan have extensive changes. The 1949 
and ca. 1960s additions have slight cladding and window changes, and moderate plan 
changes. Alterations based on building permits include: 1982, plumbing upgrades 
including a new sink and drinking fountain and re-modeling of the laundry area; 1985, 
mechanical system upgrades including a new chiller and boilers; 1986, constructed a new 
stairwell and set in a window; 1991, new roofing installed; and, 2000, plumb-ing 
upgrades. The ca. 1970s one-story additions on the east and south have flat roofs with 
projecting eaves and parapets and are clad with T1-11 siding. Vinyl windows with wide 
casings provide day light-ing. Service entrances occur at these one-story additions.

Bibliography: City of College Place building permit records. 
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
Walla Walla University building information provided by facilities services.
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